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Abstract: Curriculum Merdeka is an education policy that is expected to address challenges in 
the Indonesian education system, by providing flexibility and freedom for learners to develop 
their potential. This study aims to analyze the implementation of Independent curriculum in 
the context of education policy, using Siler-Miler theory as a framework for analysis. The 
methodology used in this study is a literature study that examines various articles and research 
related to the implementation of Independent curriculum at various levels of Education. The 
results showed that although the implementation of The Independent curriculum has shown 
progress, there are still significant challenges, such as teacher readiness and adequate 
educational infrastructure. In addition, support from principals and other stakeholders is critical 
to the successful implementation of this curriculum. This study concludes that the success of 
The Independent curriculum depends not only on the preparation of the curriculum itself, but 
also on the commitment and readiness of all elements of education to adapt to existing changes. 
The significance of these results indicates the need for a holistic approach in the 
implementation of education policy in order to achieve the desired goals. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Education is one of the main foundations in the development of a nation. In Indonesia, 

education continues to develop, especially in the curriculum aspect, which serves as a guideline 
in the implementation of learning (Efendi et al., 2023). In recent decades, various curricula 
have been implemented with the aim of improving the quality of National Education (Fadil et 
al., 2023). The Independent curriculum, introduced by the government, is the latest innovation 
designed to address the challenges of the era of globalization and rapid technological 
development. This curriculum is oriented towards providing flexibility in the learning process 
and encourages the creation of an innovative, creative, and learner-centered learning 
atmosphere (Hariyadi et al., 2023). 
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One of the main advantages of the Merdeka curriculum is its ability to provide greater 
space for students to explore their potential (Setiawan et al., 2023). This approach is based on 
the principle that each individual has his own uniqueness, interests and talents that need to be 
optimally developed. With a project-based approach or project-based learning, students are 
expected to understand the material in depth through real experiences, while honing 21st 
century skills, such as critical thinking, collaboration, communication, and creativity (Rizka & 
Pamungkas, 2023). In addition, this curriculum emphasizes the importance of differentiation 
learning, in which teaching methods are adapted to the needs and abilities of each learner. 

Although it has a noble goal, the implementation of an independent curriculum in the 
field is inseparable from various obstacles. A study by (Sumarsih et al., 2022) indicates that 
many teachers do not fully understand the philosophy and mechanism of Independent 
curriculum. This problem is often exacerbated by the lack of adequate training, as well as the 
lack of assistance from the government. Other research by (Langoday et al., 2024) highlighting 
that not all schools have supportive infrastructure, such as access to technology and relevant 
learning resources. This leads to inequality in the application of the curriculum between schools 
in urban and rural areas. 

In addition, teachers as the spearhead of education in Indonesia face challenges in 
adapting to the new paradigm introduced by The Independent curriculum (Novalina Salsabilah 
et al., 2024). Teachers play an important role in integrating technology into the curriculum and 
learning process (Octafiona, 2024). Teaching habits with conventional approaches are often 
difficult to change in a short period of time, especially if teachers do not have access to 
sufficient resources or training (Nazirwan, 2020). This creates a gap between the expectations 
raised in Curriculum Policy and the reality on the ground (Rusmiati et al., 2023). In addition, 
the lack of understanding regarding the implementation of relevant formative and summative 
assessments in the context of the new curriculum is also a challenge (Bahroni & Zulkarnain, 
2024). 

Meanwhile, research on the implementation of Independent curriculum is still limited. 
Most studies have focused more on driving schools, which are part of government pilot 
projects, or on specific levels of education, such as primary education. These studies provide 
valuable insights, but are not sufficient to illustrate a comprehensive picture of the challenges 
and opportunities in curriculum implementation across multiple contexts. (Alhayat et al., 2023) 
and (Sumarsih et al., 2022) agreed that continuous training and intensive socialization is one 
of the keys to the successful implementation of The Independent curriculum. 

This research is here to fill that gap with a broader and deeper approach. Using Siler-
Miler theory as an analytical framework, this study aims to explore the extent to which 
independent curriculum can be effectively implemented at various levels of Education. This 
theory allows for a more systematic analysis of the interactions between educational policies, 
policy actors, and the environment in which they are implemented. In the context of 
Independent curriculum, this approach can help identify relevant inhibiting and supporting 
factors in curriculum implementation. 

Furthermore, this study not only aims to identify problems, but also offers solutions that 
can help improve the effectiveness of the implementation of The Independent curriculum. One 
aspect that will be evaluated is the involvement of various stakeholders, ranging from 
government, educational institutions, to the community. In this case, a participatory approach 
involving all relevant parties can be an important strategy to overcome various obstacles. The 
successful implementation of The Independent curriculum depends on the synergy between 
government policies and school readiness as implementers (Umar et al., 2024). Therefore, it is 
important to evaluate the extent to which this policy is able to answer the challenges of 
education in the modern era. Independent curriculum has great potential to improve the quality 
of education in Indonesia, but without adequate support, the potential will not be realized 
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optimally (Lembong et al., 2023). Thus, this study is expected to make a real contribution to 
the improvement of the Indonesian education system. 

The purpose of this study is to analyze and evaluate the implementation of Independent 
curriculum in the context of National Education Policy. By providing recommendations based 
on empirical findings, this study is expected to help improve the effectiveness of curriculum 
implementation at various levels of education, as well as provide guidance for stakeholders in 
designing better implementation strategies in the future. 
 
METHOD 

This research uses qualitative approach with literature study method to analyze the 
implementation of Independent curriculum in education policy in Indonesia. This method was 
chosen because it allows researchers to collect and analyze data from a variety of relevant 
sources, including books, articles, journals, and existing education policy documents (Hapsari 
et al., 2022). The data collection process is done by identifying and reviewing literature related 
to independent curriculum, as well as Siler-Miler theory used as an analysis framework. 

The first step in this study was to conduct a search of relevant literature through 
academic databases and digital libraries. Researchers use keywords such as" independent 
curriculum"," education policy", and" Siler - Miler theory " to find sources related to this 
topic. After collecting the data, the researchers conducted a content analysis to identify the 
main themes, challenges, and solutions faced in the implementation of The Independent 
curriculum at various levels of Education (Helmiyah et al., 2022).  

Furthermore, researchers evaluate and compare results from various sources to gain a 
more comprehensive understanding of the effectiveness and challenges in curriculum 
implementation. The analysis also includes an assessment of the support provided by 
stakeholders, such as teachers, principals, and governments, in the implementation process 
(Priyono et al., 2015). The results of this analysis are then compiled in the form of a narrative 
that describes current conditions and recommendations for improvement. 

With this approach, the study aims to provide in-depth insight into the implementation 
of The Independent curriculum and its contribution to education policy in Indonesia, as well 
as to provide evidence-based recommendations to improve the effectiveness of its 
implementation in the future. 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

This study aims to analyze the implementation of Independent curriculum in education 
policy based on the perspective of Siler-Miler theory, by highlighting the challenges, 
opportunities, and alignment between research results with existing literature. The main 
findings show that the implementation of The Independent curriculum has a diverse impact in 
various regions of Indonesia, depending on teacher readiness, infrastructure support, and 
educational stakeholder engagement. 

The implementation of The Independent curriculum has created significant 
opportunities in increasing the flexibility of learning and creativity of students (Saragih & 
Marpaung, 2024). However, various challenges still need to be overcome, including the 
unevenness of the educational infrastructure and the readiness of teachers to understand and 
apply new teaching methodologies (Nurhidayah, 2023). Support from principals, government, 
and parents was also found to be a key factor in the successful implementation of this 
curriculum. 

In particular, Siler-Miler theory highlights the importance of synchronization between 
policy, implementers, and beneficiary societies. In the context of The Independent curriculum, 
the synchronization has not been fully achieved, especially in areas with limited resources. This 
study departs from the question of how education policy, especially the implementation of The 
Independent curriculum, can drive the transformation of education in Indonesia. The findings 
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suggest that, although these policies are designed to improve the quality of education, their 
implementation faces a variety of structural and non-structural constraints. For example, 
schools in urban areas adopt independent curricula more quickly than rural schools, which are 
often under-resourced. This indicates an imbalance in policy implementation, which is relevant 
to Siler-Miler's theory of the importance of cohesion between Central Policy and local 
implementation. 

Teacher readiness is one of the main issues in this study. Many teachers feel less 
confident in implementing an independent curriculum due to lack of adequate training (Gani 
et al., 2024). In addition, the use of technology in learning is also a challenge, especially in 
areas with minimal internet access. This finding is in line with previous research by (Alhayat 
et al., 2023), which emphasizes the need for intensive training for teachers to ensure successful 
implementation of the curriculum. However, this study adds a new dimension: the importance 
of emotional support and collaboration between teachers, which has not been widely discussed 
in the previous literature. 

Furthermore, Siler-Miler theory highlights that policy success is highly dependent on 
the active involvement of stakeholders. The study found that schools with supportive 
principals, collaborative communities of teachers, and active participation of parents tended to 
be more successful in implementing independent curricula. The findings of this study are 
consistent with several previous studies that emphasized the need for Teacher Capacity 
Building and the provision of adequate infrastructure for curriculum implementation. For 
example, research by (Sumarsih et al., 2022) demonstrating that driving schools in urban areas 
are successfully adopting independent curricula thanks to access to training and resources. 
However, the study identified significant differences in implementation between urban and 
rural areas, indicating the need for more inclusive education policies. 

This finding confirms that the implementation of The Independent curriculum is not 
only about implementing new policies, but also about transforming the educational culture in 
Indonesia. The government needs to ensure that support for curriculum implementation 
includes technical training, provision of resources, and the construction of an inclusive 
education ecosystem. By integrating Siler-Miler theory, this study makes an important 
contribution to understanding how education policy can be effectively applied across a variety 
of contexts. 

The results of this study provide several important implications: 
1. Continuing Education Policy 

The government needs to focus on providing ongoing training for teachers to improve their 
understanding of the Merdeka curriculum. In addition, there needs to be investment in 
educational infrastructure in disadvantaged areas to ensure equality in curriculum 
implementation. 

2. Collaboration Among Stakeholders 
Governments, principals, teachers, and parents need to work together to create an 
environment that supports the adoption of an independent curriculum. The establishment of 
discussion forums and best practice sharing platforms can help improve implementation 
effectiveness. 

3. Continuous monitoring and Evaluation 
Monitoring the implementation of The Independent curriculum needs to be done 
periodically to identify obstacles faced in the field. The results of the evaluation can be used 
to improve policies and support schools in the adaptation process. 

Although the implementation of The Independent curriculum faces various challenges, 
this study shows that this policy has great potential to improve the quality of education in 
Indonesia. With a more inclusive and collaborative approach, the Independent curriculum can 
be an important milestone in the transformation of National Education. Siler-Miler theory 
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provides a relevant framework for understanding the dynamics between policy, implementers, 
and communities, as well as a guide for improving curriculum implementation in the future. 

 
CONCLUSION 

This study analyzes the implementation of Independent curriculum in education policy 
through the perspective of Siler-Miler theory, which highlights the importance of the 
relationship between policy, implementers, and beneficiaries. Key findings show that while 
independent curricula offer flexibility and encourage learning innovation, their success is 
strongly influenced by teacher readiness, infrastructure support, and stakeholder engagement. 

The implementation of The Independent curriculum reflects the potential to improve the 
quality of education, especially through a student-centered approach. However, the study also 
identified significant challenges in the form of uneven access to educational resources, 
particularly in remote areas. Siler-Miler theory provides a relevant conceptual framework for 
understanding that the success of education policy depends on the synchronization between the 
central policy level and implementers in the field. This research contributes to the development 
of Education Science by adding a collaborative dimension in supporting the implementation of 
education policy. Thus, the study not only enriches the literature on independent curricula, but 
also offers guidance for policymakers to create more inclusive and effective strategies. 

 
REFERENCES 
Alhayat, A., Mukhidin, M., Utami, T., & Yustikarini, R. (2023). The Relevance of the Project-

Based Learning (PjBL) Learning Model with “Kurikulum Merdeka Belajar.” DWIJA 
CENDEKIA: Jurnal Riset Pedagogik, 7(1), 105–116. 
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.20961/jdc.v7i1.69363 

Bahroni, A., & Zulkarnain, Z. (2024). Studi Komparatif: Tinjauan Pelaksanaan Kurikulum 
Merdeka dalam Pembelajaran Sejarah di SMA. Fajar Historia: Jurnal Ilmu Sejarah 
Dan Pendidikan, 8(2 SE-Artikel), 195–211. https://doi.org/10.29408/fhs.v8i2.24456 

Efendi, P. M., Tatang Muhtar, & Yusuf Tri Herlambang. (2023). Relevansi Kurikulum 
Merdeka Dengan Konsepsi Ki Hadjar Dewantara: Studi Kritis Dalam Perspektif 
Filosofis-Pedagogis. Jurnal Elementaria Edukasia, 6(2 SE-Articles), 548–561. 
https://doi.org/10.31949/jee.v6i2.5487 

Fadil, K., Amran, A., & Alfaien, N. I. (2023). Peningkatan Kualitas Pendidikan Dasar Melalui 
Implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka Belajar Dalam Mewujudkan Suistanable 
Developments Goal’s. Attadib: Journal of Elementary Education, 7(2). 
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.32507/attadib.v7i2.1944 

Gani, I., Hufad, A., Komar, O., & Ardiwinata, J. S. (2024). Metode Integrasi Nilai-nilai 
Kewirausahaan Dalam Pembelajaran PAUD Untuk Mendukung Kurikulum Merdeka. 
Jurnal Ilmiah Potensia, 9(2), 160–169. 
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.33369/jip.9.2.160-169 

Hapsari, A., Setiawan, F., Urbaningkrum, S., Rahmawati, U., Afifah, M., & Rohmah, F. (2022). 
Analisis Urgensi Proses Legitimasi dan Komunikasi Kebijakan Pendidikan di 
Indonesia. Sulawesi Tenggara Educational Journal, 2(2 SE-Articles). 
https://doi.org/10.54297/seduj.v2i2.247 

Hariyadi, H., Misnawati, M., & Yusrizal, Y. (2023). Mewujudkan kemandirian belajar: 
Merdeka belajar sebagai kunci sukses mahasiswa jarak jauh. BADAN PENERBIT 
STIEPARI PRESS, 1–215. 

Helmiyah, H., Khodijah, N., & Suryana, E. (2022). Konsep Pola Pendidikan Muallimin yang 
Tertuang pada Undang-Undang RI Nomor 18 Tahun 2019. JIIP-Jurnal Ilmiah Ilmu 
Pendidikan, 5(7), 2108–2111. 

Langoday, Y. R., Nurrahma, N., & Rijal, S. (2024). Policy Reflection: Kurikulum Merdeka as 
Educational Innovation  in the Era of Society 5.0. Edunesia : Jurnal Ilmiah 

https://dinastipub.org/DIJEMSS


https://dinastipub.org/DIJEMSS,            Vol. 6, No. 2, December 2024 
 

1378 | P a g e  

Pendidikan, 5(2 SE-Article), 957–978. https://doi.org/10.51276/edu.v5i2.915 
Lembong, J. M., Lumapow, H. R., & Rotty, V. N. J. (2023). Implementasi Merdeka Belajar 

Sebagai Transformasi Kebijakan Pendidikan. Jurnal Educatio FKIP UNMA, 9(2 SE-
Articles), 765–777. https://doi.org/10.31949/educatio.v9i2.4620 

Nazirwan, N. (2020). Pemberdayaan Sumber Daya Manusia Studi Kasus pada Madrasah 
Ibtidaiyah Negeri 1 Kota Jambi. Jurnal Pendidikan Guru, 1(2). 
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.47783/jurpendigu.v1i2.164 

Novalina Salsabilah, Talita Anggraini, T. A., Masykuria Luthfia Ananda, M. L. A., Rini 
Sabina, R. S., & Saipul Annur, S. A. (2024). ANALISIS KESULITAN GURU 
DALAM MENTRANSFORMASIKAN KURIKULUM K13 MENUJU 
KURIKULUM MERDEKA DI SEKOLAH DASAR. Didaktik : Jurnal Ilmiah PGSD 
STKIP Subang, 10(2 SE-Articles), 1368–1380. 
https://doi.org/10.36989/didaktik.v10i2.3026 

Nurhidayah, A. E. (2023). Pemberdayaan Guru Madrasah Melalui Pelatihan Metode 
Pembelajaran Kreatif Berbasis Digital di SMA Muhammadiyah Bayuresmi Garut. 
Jurnal Peradaban Masyarakat, 3(6), 238–249. 
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.55182/jpm.v3i6.523 

Octafiona, E. (2024). Analisis Teknologi Pendidikan Era 4.0 dalam Menciptakan Generasi 
Emas Indonesia. PrimEarly: Jurnal Kajian Pendidikan Dasar Dan Anak Usia Dini, 
7(1), 59–77. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.37567/primearly.v7i1.2883 

Priyono, W., Simanjuntak, E., & Dewi, D. N. A. R. (2015). Pengaruh metode wayang kulit 
terhadap motivasi belajar bahasa daerah pada siswa sekolah dasar. EXPERIENTIA: 
Jurnal Psikologi Indonesia, 3(2), 1–12. 
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.33508/exp.v3i2.903 

Rizka, A. D. M., & Pamungkas, J. (2023). Analisis Implementasi Mandiri Belajar pada 
Kurikulum Merdeka di Taman Kanak-kanak. Jurnal Obsesi: Jurnal Pendidikan Anak 
Usia Dini, 7(2), 1381–1390. 

Rusmiati, M. N., Ashifa, R., & Herlambang, Y. T. (2023). Analisis Problematika Implementasi 
Kurikulum Merdeka di Sekolah  Dasar. Naturalistic: Jurnal Kajian Dan Penelitian 
Pendidikan Dan Pembelajaran, 7(2 SE-Articles), 1490–1499. 
https://doi.org/10.35568/naturalistic.v7i2.2203 

Saragih, O., & Marpaung, R. (2024). Tantangan dan Peluang: Studi Kasus Penerapan 
Kurikulum Merdeka di Sekolah Mandiri Berubah Kabupaten Tapanuli Utara. Jurnal 
Pendidikan Dan Pembelajaran Indonesia (JPPI), 4(3 SE-Articles), 888–903. 
https://doi.org/10.53299/jppi.v4i3.632 

Setiawan, I., Maryani, S., Akhmad, A., & Martin, N. (2023). Pelatihan Implementasi 
Kurikulum Merdeka (IKM) Di SMK Negeri 1 Lingsar Lombok Barat. 
SELAPARANG: Jurnal Pengabdian Masyarakat Berkemajuan, 7(4), 2601–2611. 
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.31764/jpmb.v7i4.17732 

Sumarsih, I., Marliyani, T., Hadiyansah, Y., Hernawan, A. H., & Prihantini, P. (2022). Analisis 
Implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka di Sekolah Penggerak Sekolah Dasar. Jurnal 
Basicedu, 6(5), 8248–8258. https://doi.org/10.31004/basicedu.v6i5.3216 

Umar, U., Jayanti, M. I., Annafi, N., & Lukman, L. (2024). Persepsi Guru Terhadap 
Implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka  Pada Sekolah Dasar . Jurnal Studi Guru Dan 
Pembelajaran, 7(1 SE-Regular Articles), 57–69. 
https://doi.org/10.30605/jsgp.7.1.2024.3386 

 

https://dinastipub.org/DIJEMSS

