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Abstract: This study seeks the intricate relationship between humans and nature in Sylvia 
Townsend Warner's short story "Heathy Landscape with Dormouse," applying Greg Gerrard's 
ecocritical framework to underscore themes of environmental sustainability. The objective is 
to analyze how Warner's portrayal of rural life and nature underscores the importance of 
ecological balance and sustainable practices. Through the ecocritical lens, the study examines 
character interactions with their environment and the symbolic meanings within the narrative. 
The findings reveal that the story embodies environmental values, with characters like Mrs. 
Leslie, Belinda, and Leo demonstrating respect for nature and a reliance on natural resources. 
Symbols such as owls highlight the uniqueness of nature and the necessity for environmental 
sustainability. Additionally, the study draws connections between the story’s ecological themes 
and contemporary environmental imperatives, emphasizing the importance of nature, 
ecological balance, and sustainability. The moral message of the story about protecting 
ecosystems conveys profound insights into the natural world and humanity's role within it, 
highlighting the significance of environmental awareness and sustainable practices in 
achieving ecological balance. This research enhances the understanding of the human-nature 
relationship in literature and underscores the crucial role of ecological awareness and 
sustainable practices. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This research explores the intricate relationship between humans and nature in Sylvia 
Townsend Warner's short story "Heathy Landscape with Dormouse," employing Greg 
Garrard's ecocritical framework to highlight environmental sustainability. Published in 1950, 
Warner's narrative immerses readers in rural life in England, vividly portraying the natural 
environment and the interactions of the main characters with it. Through rich and descriptive 
language, Warner creates a serene atmosphere that underscores the importance of ecological 
balance and the appreciation of nature's beauty [1,2]. 

Central to the narrative are characters like Mrs. Leslie, Belinda, and Leo. Leo, who 
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is accustomed to the fast-paced urban life of London, struggles to adapt to the tranquil rural 
setting of Belinda's village. This juxtaposition of city and village life is crucial in highlighting 
themes of respect for nature and the value of simplicity [3]. The story also examines the 
personal conflict between Leo and Belinda, which persists during their honeymoon in Belinda's 
hometown. Mrs. Leslie, Belinda's mother, celebrates their visit with a picnic, symbolizing the 
deep connection between the characters and their natural surroundings [4]. 

The significance of this research lies in its analysis of how Warner's story reflects 
environmental values and sustainability themes. By examining the characters' interactions with 
their environment and the symbolic meanings within the narrative, this study aims to uncover 
the ecological messages embedded in the text [5]. For instance, symbols such as owls in the 
story may represent the uniqueness of nature and the need for its preservation. Understanding 
these symbols and interactions helps elucidate the broader ecological messages Warner 
conveys [6]. 

Moreover, this research draws parallels between the narrative’s ecological themes and 
contemporary environmental challenges, particularly the transition to clean energy to achieve 
net zero emissions [7]. The story's depiction of sustainable living and ecological balance 
provides valuable insights into how modern societies can reduce reliance on fossil fuels and 
promote environmental stewardship (8). 

Guiding this study is the central research question: How does Sylvia Townsend Warner's 
"Heathy Landscape with Dormouse" utilize literary elements to convey themes of 
environmental sustainability and the human-nature relationship? The hypothesis posits that 
Warner's story, through its vivid natural descriptions and character dynamics, effectively 
promotes ecological sensitivity and the importance of sustainable living [5]. 

According to Greg Garrard, his ecocriticism is a critical approach that examines the 
relationship between literature and the physical environment. In Ecocriticism [5], he outlines 
how literary texts mirror or shape human conceptions of nature. It seeks to analyze literary 
works in terms of their representation of nature by studying themes such as pastoralism, 
wilderness, and ecological disaster. This understanding focuses on narratives’ role in 
constituting and being constituted by environmental concerns; it assumes that human beings 
are interconnected with non-human creatures. Thus, Garrard’s work highlights the contribution 
of literature toward ecological consciousness and sustainable living practices. 

By analyzing Warner's narrative through Greg Garrard's ecocritical lens, this research 
not only contributes to the field of ecocriticism but also underscores the relevance of literary 
works in contemporary discussions on environmental sustainability. The findings could offer 
valuable insights into how cultural narratives shape and reflect our relationship with the natural 
world, ultimately fostering greater environmental awareness and promoting sustainable 
practices [5,9]. 
 
METHOD 

This research employs Greg Garrard's ecocritical theory to analyze Sylvia Townsend 
Warner's short story "Heathy Landscape with Dormouse." The study adopts a descriptive 
qualitative approach, which is suitable for providing a detailed and contextual understanding 
of the relationship between humans and their natural surroundings within literary narratives. 
Descriptive qualitative research focuses on producing rich descriptions of phenomena as 
experienced by individuals in their natural settings [10]. 

The primary text for this study is Warner's "Heathy Landscape with Dormouse," which 
will be analyzed using Garrard's theoretical framework. The research will also incorporate 
secondary sources, including scholarly articles and books on ecocriticism, environmental 
literature, and Warner's works. The methodology involves a multi-faceted approach: 

Literary Analysis: A close reading of "Heathy Landscape with Dormouse" will be 
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conducted to identify key themes, symbols, and character interactions related to nature and 
sustainability. This includes examining the narrative structure and descriptive passages to 
understand Warner's depiction of the natural environment and human-nature interactions. 

Application of Ecocritical Concepts: Greg Garrard's ecocritical concepts, such as 
pastoralism, wilderness, and ecological crisis, will be applied to the text. This will help 
investigate how the story reflects broader ecological concerns, such as ecosystem balance and 
sustainable living. 

Contextual Analysis: The historical and cultural context of the story's 1950 publication 
will be examined, considering post-war environmental awareness and emerging sustainability 
discourses. Warner's other works and biographical information will also be reviewed to provide 
additional context for the environmental themes. 

Comparative Analysis: "Heathy Landscape with Dormouse" will be compared with 
other contemporary literary works addressing similar themes of sustainability and human-
nature relationships. This will highlight the contrast between Warner’s portrayal of rural and 
urban life, emphasizing the environmental implications of both settings. 

By utilizing this methodology, the research aims to explore how "Heathy Landscape with 
Dormouse" reflects ecological values and the relationship between humans and nature, 
providing insights into the role of literature in promoting environmental awareness and 
sustainable practices. 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

"Heathy Landscape with Dormouse" by Sylvia Townsend Warner effectively employs 
an ecocritical lens to portray the intricate relationship between humans and nature, delivering 
a powerful message about the necessity of environmental preservation. The findings of this 
research highlight that Warner's depiction of nature in "Heathy Landscape with Dormouse" 
reflects significant environmental values and establishes a profound connection between 
humans and nature. Through an ecocritical approach, the story illustrates the intricate 
relationship between humans and the natural environment, delivering a moral message about 
the importance of preserving natural ecosystems. Several key findings can be interpreted from 
this analysis: 

Depiction of Nature: The vivid portrayal of the heathy landscape, with its detailed 
descriptions of flora and fauna, emphasizes environmental values. For instance, Warner’s 
meticulous descriptions of the heath’s diverse plant life and the presence of the dormouse 
illustrate a thriving ecosystem that is delicate and valuable. 

Character Interactions: Characters like Mrs. Leslie, Belinda, and Leo interact 
meaningfully with their natural surroundings. Mrs. Leslie’s careful tending of her garden and 
Belinda's observation of wildlife highlight their respect for and reliance on nature. These 
interactions enhance the understanding of human-nature relationships and demonstrate the 
characters' recognition of their environment's importance. 

Environmental Themes: Themes such as ecological sensitivity and sustainability are 
woven into the narrative. Warner presents a community that values and sustains its natural 
environment. For example, the community’s practices of conservation and sustainable living, 
such as preserving the heathland and respecting wildlife, underscore the story's moral message 
about the necessity of preserving natural ecosystems. 

Environmental Changes: Both physical and social environmental changes significantly 
impact the characters and the narrative. For instance, any changes in the heathland's condition, 
whether through natural events or human intervention, directly affect the characters' way of 
life and their connection to nature. These changes highlight the importance of maintaining 
ecological balance and demonstrate how environmental health is linked to human well-
being. 
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Ecocritical Approach: The story exemplifies an ecocritical perspective by exploring 
the relationship between humans and the natural environment. This approach influences 
readers' thinking about environmental issues, such as the impacts of human actions on nature. 
The narrative’s focus on ecological themes and the consequences of disrupting natural balance 
underscore the importance of ecological awareness and sustainable practices. 

The research analyzed in the form of quotations, fragments, dialogue sections, and 
description sections that are directly related to nature: 
Mrs Leslie, sitting on the ground on a flattish expanse of heath. ‘What heaven! Not a 
soul in sight. “As though reinforcing this statement, an owl hooted from a clump of alders. 

In the narrative, Mrs. Leslie’s exclamation, "What heaven! Not a soul in sight," and the 
subsequent hooting of the owl, provide a compelling depiction of the human-nature 
relationship. Mrs. Leslie's sense of peace and fulfillment, derived from her solitude in the 
natural setting, highlights a profound appreciation for an environment undisturbed by human 
presence. This reflects an ecocritical perspective where nature is valued for its intrinsic beauty 
and tranquility rather than as a mere backdrop for human activity. As Greg Garrard focuses on 
how literary works depict the interconnectedness between humans and the natural 
environment. 

The sound of the owl further enhances this portrayal by symbolizing the vibrancy and 
autonomy of the natural world. The owl's hoot from the clump of alders represents an active, 
living environment that thrives independently of human influence. This interaction between 
Mrs. Leslie and her natural surroundings exemplifies a harmonious relationship, where humans 
are not dominators but respectful participants within the ecosystem. The synchronization 
between Mrs. Leslie’s appreciation of the solitude and the owl’s call underscores an ecocritical 
theme of interconnectedness, emphasizing the mutual coexistence of humans and nature. 

This scene aligns with the research scope by demonstrating how Warner's narrative 
employs an ecocritical lens to explore the human-nature relationship. Mrs. Leslie's choice to 
sit directly on the heath signifies an intimate connection with the natural world, highlighting a 
desire to integrate with rather than dominate the environment. Her expression of bliss in the 
absence of human activity contrasts with the often intrusive nature of modern human 
endeavors, suggesting a critique of contemporary environmental impacts. 

Furthermore, the owl’s presence and its reinforcing call signify the natural world's 
response to and interaction with human presence, symbolizing a living, responsive ecosystem. 
This moment in the story encapsulates the essence of Garrard's ecocritical approach by 
illustrating the interconnectedness and mutual respect necessary for a balanced human-nature 
relationship. People born into the tradition of English country life are accustomed to eccentric 
owl. 

In this narrative, the mention of people accustomed to eccentric owls highlights a deep-
rooted familiarity and comfort with the natural world that is characteristic of traditional English 
country life. The reference to owls, often seen as symbols of wisdom and mystery, emphasizes 
the intimate and symbiotic relationship between rural inhabitants and their environment. 

From an ecocritical perspective, the owl in the story serves as more than just a 
background element; it acts as a character that represents the coexistence and mutual respect 
between humans and nature. The eccentricity of the owl signifies the unique and intrinsic 
qualities of the natural world, which are embraced and valued by those living in rural traditions. 
This familiarity with and acceptance of nature's quirks underscore a harmonious relationship 
where humans live in sync with their environment. 

This scene aligns with the research scope by illustrating how Warner uses the owl to 
reflect the ecological values embedded in traditional English rural life. The people's 
accustomed nature to the owl suggests a lifestyle that is in tune with and respectful of the 
natural world. It contrasts with modern urban living, where such intimate connections with 
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wildlife are often lost or overlooked, thereby critiquing contemporary disconnection from 
nature. 

Through the lens of Garrard's ecocritical approach, the owl symbolizes the enduring 
presence of nature within human life, particularly in rural settings. It highlights the significance 
of maintaining traditions that foster a close relationship with the environment. The depiction 
of the owl and its acceptance by the rural community reflect the broader ecological theme of 
interconnectedness and the importance of ecological awareness. 

Warner’s narrative not only portrays the beauty and uniqueness of rural life but also 
underscores the necessity of preserving these traditions to maintain a balanced human-nature 
relationship. This detailed portrayal of rural inhabitants' familiarity with nature’s eccentricities, 
such as the owl, serves as a reminder of the ecological harmony that can be achieved when 
humans live with respect and awareness of their natural surroundings. 
Her son-law, Leo Cooper, a Londoner whose contacts with nature had been made at very 
expensive pleasure resorts patronized by his very rich parents, found midday hoots 
disconcerting and almost said so. But did not, as he was just then in a temper and wholly 
engaged in not showing it. 

In this narrative, the character Leo Cooper's response to the sound of an owl in the middle 
of the day provides insight into the differing perceptions of nature between urban and rural 
individuals. Leo, a Londoner accustomed to luxurious holiday resorts frequented by his 
wealthy parents, finds the midday hoots of the owl disconcerting. His discomfort highlights his 
unfamiliarity and disconnect with the natural environment, contrasting sharply with the rural 
inhabitants who find such occurrences commonplace. 

Through an ecocritical lens, Leo's reaction underscores the theme of alienation from 
nature that often accompanies urban living. Unlike the rural characters who are at ease with 
their natural surroundings, Leo's limited and superficial contact with nature at high-end resorts 
does not equip him to appreciate or understand the natural world's intricacies. His initial 
impulse to voice his disturbance, coupled with his decision to suppress it due to his temper, 
further emphasizes the tension between his urban sensibilities and the rural setting. 

This scene aligns with the research scope by illustrating the contrast in human-nature 
relationships experienced by urban and rural characters. Leo’s disconcertion at the owl’s 
midday hoot symbolizes the broader ecological alienation experienced by city dwellers who 
lack deep, meaningful interactions with nature. The character's internal conflict and the setting 
highlight the importance of fostering genuine connections with the environment to achieve 
ecological awareness and harmony. 

Warner uses Leo’s character to critique the shallow and disconnected experiences of 
nature often encountered by urban elites. By portraying his unease and the incongruity of his 
response to a natural phenomenon, the story emphasizes the value of authentic engagement 
with the natural world. This narrative moment reflects Garrard's ecocritical approach, which 
seeks to reveal how literature can expose and challenge human disconnection from nature. 
He (Leon) had been hauled out on yet another of his mother-in-law’s picnic: finally, there was 
the picnic basket. 

Leo's participation in yet another of his mother-in-law’s picnics provides a lens to 
explore human interaction with the natural environment. The picnic, orchestrated by Mrs. 
Leslie, symbolizes a deliberate engagement with nature, emphasizing a harmonious and 
appreciative relationship with the environment. 

Through an ecocritical lens, the picnic represents more than just a recreational activity; 
it highlights a cultural practice that fosters direct interaction with nature. Mrs. Leslie’s 
enthusiasm for these outings contrasts with Leo's reluctance, reflecting the differing attitudes 
towards nature between characters who are closely connected to their environment and those 
who are not. The picnic basket serves as a symbol of this interaction, containing items that 
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enable the characters to engage with the natural world in a structured and meaningful way. 
Leo's experience of being "hauled out" to the picnic suggests a forced or reluctant 

participation, indicative of his urban background and limited appreciation for such activities. 
This contrast in attitudes underscores the broader theme of ecological awareness and the 
varying degrees to which individuals value their natural surroundings. Mrs. Leslie’s picnics 
represent an intentional effort to enjoy and respect nature, fostering a sense of community and 
belonging within the natural landscape. 

This scene aligns with the research scope by illustrating the dynamics of human-nature 
relationships through a common social activity. The act of picnicking, led by Mrs. Leslie, 
exemplifies a respectful and immersive interaction with the environment, contrasting with 
Leo’s passive and somewhat resistant participation. This difference highlights the importance 
of cultivating genuine appreciation and engagement with nature, a key theme in ecocritical 
studies. 

Warner uses the picnic as a narrative device to showcase how everyday activities can 
reflect broader ecological values. Mrs. Leslie’s proactive role in organizing these picnics 
emphasizes the potential for human activities to nurture a connection with nature, promoting 
ecological balance and sustainability. Leo's reluctance, on the other hand, serves as a critique 
of urban detachment from nature, reinforcing the story’s ecocritical message about the 
necessity of maintaining a close relationship with the environment. 
The car was left where the track crossed a cattle bridge, and from there Mrs Leslie staggered 
unerringly over a featureless stretch of rough ground to the exact place where they always 
picnicked because it was there that Belinda as a little girl had found a dormouse. 

Using an ecocritical approach, Greg Garrard emphasizes how literature often reflects the 
deep connections between humans and their natural environment. In this narrative, Mrs. 
Leslie’s choice of picnic location highlights the significance of personal memories and past 
experiences in shaping human-nature relationships. 

Mrs. Leslie’s unwavering determination to reach a specific picnic spot underscores the 
importance of this location, not just for its physical attributes but for its emotional and historical 
resonance. The chosen spot is meaningful because it is where Belinda, as a child, discovered a 
dormouse. This memory ties the family’s personal history to the natural landscape, illustrating 
how human experiences and emotions are intertwined with the environment. 

Through an ecocritical lens, this passage reveals how nature serves as a repository of 
personal and communal memories, enriching human connections to specific places. The act of 
repeatedly returning to the same picnic spot because of its historical significance demonstrates 
a respect for and a deep-seated bond with the natural world. This connection is not merely about 
the present enjoyment of nature but is also about honoring past interactions and experiences 
that have shaped their relationship with the environment. 

Mrs. Leslie’s journey over the rough ground, guided by memory, reflects an intimate 
knowledge of and relationship with the landscape. It highlights the theme of ecological 
memory, where the natural environment holds significance beyond its physical presence, 
encompassing the memories and stories that give it meaning. This aligns with Garrard’s 
ecocritical focus on how literature can reveal the emotional and cultural dimensions of human-
nature interactions. 

Furthermore, Belinda’s childhood discovery of the dormouse adds a layer of ecological 
significance to the narrative. The dormouse, a small and often overlooked creature, symbolizes 
the richness and diversity of the natural world that is worthy of attention and preservation. By 
choosing this location for their picnics, the family acknowledges and celebrates the small, yet 
significant, wonders of nature, reinforcing the story's message about the importance of 
ecological awareness and conservation. 

Warner’s ability to use personal memories and experiences to deepen the reader’s 
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understanding of the human-nature relationship. The picnic spot, chosen for its historical and 
emotional significance, serves as a testament to the enduring connections between people and 
the natural environment. This analysis aligns with the research's aim to explore how literature 
can promote environmental awareness and highlight the importance of preserving both natural 
landscapes and the memories they hold. 
‘Yes, it was just here-by these particular whin bushes. Do you remember, darling? You were 
five. ’‘I thought I was six.’‘ Nose, five. Because Uncle Henry was with us that day, and next 
year he had that gun accident – God rest his soul. 

The conversation between Mrs. Leslie and Belinda highlights a shared family memory 
tied to a particular spot by the whin bushes. Mrs. Leslie recalls the exact location where a 
significant family event occurred—Belinda finding a dormouse when she was five years old, 
not six, as Belinda remembers. This memory is further anchored by the mention of Uncle Henry 
and his tragic accident, adding layers of personal history and emotional depth to the place. 

Through an ecocritical lens, this passage demonstrates how natural environments 
become repositories of personal and family memories, thereby influencing the way individuals 
perceive and interact with these spaces. The whin bushes are not merely a part of the landscape; 
they are markers of significant familial events that shape the characters' connection to the 
natural world. This connection reflects the broader theme of ecological memory, where the 
environment holds cultural and emotional significance beyond its physical presence. 

The dialogue underscores the role of storytelling and memory in reinforcing the bond 
between humans and nature. By recalling these past experiences, Mrs. Leslie strengthens 
Belinda's sense of place and continuity with the natural world. This act of remembering and 
sharing stories about nature fosters a deeper appreciation and respect for the environment, 
aligning with Garrard’s ecocritical focus on how literature reveals the emotional and cultural 
dimensions of human-nature interactions. 

Moreover, this scene illustrates how past experiences shape human perceptions and 
identities towards nature. Belinda's childhood discovery of the dormouse, and the family's 
repeated visits to this spot, highlight the formative impact of these experiences. The natural 
environment becomes a part of their family identity, influencing how they perceive and value 
nature throughout their lives. 
Out came and the plates and the cutlery and the mugs and the home –made ginger beer and 
the paste sand wiches and the lettuce sandwiches and the hard-boiled eggs, out came the cakes 
they had specially stopped to buy at Unwin the grocer’s, because his old aunt made them and 
it was so nice and right of him to let her feel useful still. Out, too, a few minutes later, came the 
ants and the flies and those large predatory bluebottles. 

The narrative vividly describes the array of picnic items brought out, including plates, 
cutlery, mugs, homemade ginger beer, various sandwiches, hard-boiled eggs, and cakes bought 
from a local grocer. This meticulous preparation underscores a human desire to create a 
comfortable and enjoyable experience in nature, bringing elements of domestic life into the 
natural setting. However, the subsequent appearance of ants, flies, and bluebottles illustrates 
the immediate impact of human presence on the environment. 

Through an ecocritical lens, this passage highlights how human activities, even those 
intended for leisure and enjoyment, have direct consequences on the natural world. The 
presence of food and drink in an outdoor setting attracts various insects, demonstrating the 
interconnectedness of human actions and ecological responses. The narrative shows how 
human intrusion, no matter how benign, inevitably alters the surrounding environment. 

This scene aligns with the research scope by illustrating the reciprocal relationship 
between humans and nature. The detailed depiction of the picnic setup reflects a human 
tendency to domesticate and control natural spaces, bringing comforts from home into the 
wilderness. At the same time, the swift arrival of insects serves as a reminder of nature's 
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resilience and the inevitable interactions that occur when humans enter natural habitats. 
Warner's description of the picnic also touches on themes of ecological awareness and 

sustainability. The act of buying cakes from Unwin the grocer, whose old aunt made them, 
highlights a sense of community and sustainability, supporting local production and valuing 
the contributions of older generations. This aspect of the narrative suggests a more harmonious 
and respectful approach to human-nature interactions, contrasting with the invasive presence 
of the insects. 

The detailed narrative of the picnic preparation and the ensuing arrival of insects reflect 
the immediate and tangible impacts of human presence in natural settings. This analysis aligns 
with the research's aim to explore how literature can promote environmental awareness and 
highlight the importance of considering the ecological consequences of human actions. 
Through these vivid descriptions, Warner encourages readers to reflect on their interactions 
with nature and the need for sustainable and respectful practices. 
“There’s that owl again, ‘he said. ‘Is it usual for owl to hoot by day? Isn’t it supposed to be a 
bad omen? 

The character’s questions about the owl’s daytime hooting—whether it is usual and 
whether it is a bad omen—highlight the intersection of natural behavior and human cultural 
myths. Traditionally, owls are nocturnal creatures, and their calls are often associated with the 
night. Hearing an owl hoot during the day can thus be perceived as unusual and unsettling. The 
reference to it being a bad omen reflects longstanding superstitions and myths that have shaped 
human perceptions of natural creatures. 

Through an ecocritical lens, this passage explores how human understanding of nature 
is influenced by cultural narratives and traditional beliefs. The character’s concern about the 
owl’s hoot and the potential for it to be a bad omen demonstrates how myths and superstitions 
can affect the way humans interpret and interact with the natural world. These cultural 
constructs often influence human behavior and attitudes toward nature, revealing a complex 
relationship between ecological realities and human perceptions. 

This scene aligns with the research scope by illustrating the influence of cultural myths 
on human-nature relationships. The character’s reaction to the owl’s behavior underscores how 
traditional beliefs can shape human responses to natural phenomena. The mention of a bad 
omen reflects a tendency to assign symbolic meanings to animal behaviors, which can affect 
how people perceive and engage with their environment. 

Warner's narrative highlights the need to critically examine these cultural myths and 
their impact on human-nature interactions. By questioning the owl's daytime hooting and 
linking it to a bad omen, the character embodies the tension between empirical observations of 
nature and culturally ingrained superstitions. This tension underscores the importance of 
fostering a more informed and rational understanding of natural behaviors, free from the 
constraints of outdated myths. 
Since then, there appalling weeks had passed. The weather was flawless; gooseberries appread 
at every meal. There was no male society except for the deaf-and-dumb gardener and two rams 
who pastured on the former tennis court. They went nowhere except for picnic in the in the 
mention of "flawless weather" sets a scene of environmental perfection that directly impacts 
the characters' experiences. The consistent, perfect weather suggests a harmonious relationship 
with nature, where the environment provides favorable conditions for human activities. This 
ideal weather enables the characters to engage in outdoor activities, such as picnics, reinforcing 
their connection to the natural world. 

The availability of gooseberries at every meal further illustrates the influence of nature 
on human life. Gooseberries, a seasonal fruit, become a staple in the characters' diet, showing 
how their meals are directly influenced by what nature provides. This reliance on seasonal 
produce reflects a lifestyle that is closely attuned to the cycles of nature, highlighting the 
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importance of biodiversity and the natural rhythms of the environment in shaping human habits 
and practices. 

Through an ecocritical lens, this passage underscores the interconnectedness between 
humans and their environment. The characters' limited social interactions, marked by the 
presence of the deaf-and-dumb gardener and the two rams, suggest a simpler, more nature-
centric existence. The former tennis court, now a pasture for rams, symbolizes a shift from 
human-dominated recreational spaces to more natural, utilitarian uses, reinforcing the theme of 
living in harmony with nature. 

The characters' activities, confined to picnics in the neighborhood, further emphasize 
their engagement with the immediate natural surroundings. These picnics represent a direct and 
regular interaction with nature, contrasting with the modern tendency to seek entertainment 
and fulfillment in more artificial or distant environments. By staying local and embracing the 
natural beauty around them, the characters embody an ecological consciousness that values and 
respects the environment. 
‘Blown off their course, I suppose,’ said Leo. ‘I see I must learn about bird.’ 

Leo’s comment, “Blown off their course, I suppose,” followed by his acknowledgment, 
“I see I must learn about birds,” highlights his recognition of a gap in his understanding of the 
natural world. This moment signifies a turning point where Leo acknowledges the importance 
of acquiring knowledge about nature, which is crucial for developing a deeper connection with 
and respect for the environment. 

Through an ecocritical lens, this passage underscores the role of education in fostering 
ecological consciousness. Greg Garrard’s ecocritical approach advocates for the necessity of 
studying and understanding biodiversity to appreciate the complexities of natural ecosystems. 
Leo’s admission points to the broader societal need for environmental education to enhance 
human awareness of the interdependence between all living beings and the natural world. 

This dialogue aligns with the research scope by illustrating the significance of awareness 
and education in promoting a harmonious human-nature relationship. Leo’s willingness to 
learn about birds reflects an openness to gaining ecological knowledge, which is essential for 
developing sustainable practices and protecting biodiversity. It suggests that understanding the 
behaviors and needs of different species can lead to more informed and respectful interactions 
with nature. 

Warner uses Leo’s character to highlight the transformative potential of education in 
bridging the gap between humans and nature. By expressing a desire to learn, Leo embodies 
the ecocritical message that increased awareness and knowledge are foundational to fostering 
a more balanced and sustainable relationship with the environment. This moment in the 
narrative serves as a call to action for readers to seek out and value ecological education. 
With the whole afternoon before her, and in a landscape as familiar to her as the shrubberies 
of her birthplace, she drove with elegance through a network of lanes and lesser lanes, turning 
aside to skirt round villages or houses where someone in a gateway might recognize her. 

In this passage, the character Belinda's journey through a familiar rural landscape 
reflects the intimate and harmonious relationship she shares with nature. Belinda's familiarity 
with the landscape, described as being as familiar to her as the shrubberies of her birthplace, 
signifies a profound connection to the natural world. This deep familiarity indicates a long-
standing and intrinsic bond with her surroundings, suggesting that the environment is not 
merely a backdrop but a significant part of her identity and experience. 

Through an ecocritical lens, Belinda’s elegant journey through a network of lanes and 
lesser lanes illustrates how humans can interact with and appreciate their natural environment. 
Her choice to navigate around villages or houses where she might be recognized shows a desire 
for solitude and a personal communion with nature, free from human interruptions. This 
behavior underscores the importance of individual experiences and connections with the 
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natural world, highlighting how such interactions can bring peace and fulfillment. 
This scene aligns with the research scope by emphasizing the human-nature relationship 

through Belinda's actions and the landscape she traverses. Her journey reflects the idea 
that knowing and understanding one's environment enhances the ability to enjoy and respect 
it. The rural landscape, familiar and navigable, represents a place of comfort and belonging, 
reinforcing the value of maintaining a close relationship with nature. 

Warner's depiction of Belinda’s journey demonstrates the potential for humans to live in 
harmony with their environment. The elegance with which she drives through the lanes 
suggests a respectful and mindful interaction with the landscape, avoiding disruption and 
appreciating the natural beauty. This approach aligns with Garrard’s ecocritical emphasis on 
the importance of understanding and respecting natural ecosystems. 
In a landscape as familiar to her as the shrubberies of her birth-place Belinda found she had 
managed to mislay the turning beyond Upton All Saints and was temporarily lost. 

This passage illustrates how even in familiar surroundings, humans can lose their way, 
highlighting the complexity and unpredictability of nature. 

Belinda's temporary disorientation in a landscape she knows as well as the shrubberies 
of her birthplace underscores the idea that nature is ever-changing and can present challenges, 
even to those who are deeply familiar with it. This moment of being lost reflects the inherent 
uncertainty and dynamic qualities of the natural world, reminding us that our understanding of 
nature is never complete. 

Through an ecocritical lens, this passage can be seen as a metaphor for the broader 
human experience with nature. It suggests that despite our connections and familiarity with 
certain environments, there is always room for learning and growth. Getting lost can be a 
humbling experience that teaches us to pay closer attention to our surroundings and respect the 
complexities of the natural world. 

Garrard’s ecocritical perspective highlights the importance of continuous exploration 
and education in our relationship with nature. Belinda's experience of mislaying the turning 
and becoming temporarily lost represents the opportunities for learning that arise from such 
moments of disorientation. These experiences can deepen our understanding and appreciation 
of the environment, fostering a greater sense of respect and awareness. 

This scene aligns with the research scope by illustrating the dynamic nature of human-
nature interactions. Belinda's temporary loss of direction in a familiar landscape symbolizes 
how exploration and curiosity can lead to personal growth and a deeper connection with the 
environment. It underscores the idea that nature is not static and that our relationship with it 
requires ongoing engagement and adaptation. 

Warner's narrative uses Belinda’s moment of being lost to emphasize that nature, even 
when familiar, can surprise and challenge us. This serves as a reminder of the need for humility 
and openness in our interactions with the natural world. It also suggests that such experiences 
are valuable for fostering a more profound ecological consciousness. 
But she continued to sit on the slope of the wall, listening to the grass-hoppers and 
watching the slow, ballet-postured mating of two blue butterflies. 

Belinda’s decision to remain seated on the wall, attentively listening to the grasshoppers 
and watching the delicate dance of the mating butterflies, highlights the enriching potential of 
mindfulness in nature. This moment of quiet observation allows her to engage deeply with the 
natural world, experiencing its intricate beauty and rhythms. Such interactions can provide a 
sense of peace and fulfillment, demonstrating the emotional and spiritual benefits of connecting 
with nature. 

Through an ecocritical lens, this passage underscores the theme of ecological 
appreciation. Greg Garrard’s ecocritical theory posits that literature can reveal how personal 
experiences with nature enhance ecological consciousness and promote environmental 
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stewardship. By portraying Belinda’s attentive observation of the natural world, Warner 
encourages readers to recognize the value of such moments in fostering a deeper understanding 
and appreciation of the environment. 

This scene aligns with the research scope by illustrating how simple acts of observing 
nature can lead to personal growth and a strengthened relationship with the natural world. 
Belinda’s engagement with the grasshoppers and butterflies serves as a reminder of the 
importance of taking the time to notice and appreciate the small wonders of nature. These 
experiences can cultivate a sense of wonder and respect for the environment, highlighting the 
interconnectedness of all living beings. 

Warner's narrative uses this moment to demonstrate how nature’s beauty can inspire and 
educate. The ballet-like movement of the butterflies and the rhythmic sounds of the 
grasshoppers create a natural symphony that captivates Belinda, teaching her to value and 
respect the delicate balance of life. This moment of connection with nature reinforces the idea 
that humans can learn and grow through such interactions, gaining insights into the 
complexities and wonders of the natural world. 
By the time she walked into Billerby, Belinda was hating her husband and her mother as 
vehemently as when she walked away, leaving them on the heath. 

In this passage, Belinda’s emotional journey underscores how her interaction with the 
natural environment impacts her feelings towards her husband and mother. Belinda's walk into 
Billerby, filled with vehement hatred for her husband and mother, suggests that her time spent 
in the natural setting of the heath has not ameliorated her feelings but perhaps intensified them. 
The natural environment, rather than providing solace or distraction, appears to act as a 
catalyst, amplifying her existing emotions. This reaction highlights the powerful influence of 
nature on human emotions and interpersonal relationships. 

Through an ecocritical lens, this passage can be interpreted as a representation of how 
the relationship between humans and nature can influence human dynamics. Greg Garrard’s 
ecocritical theory suggests that literature can reveal how environmental settings shape human 
experiences and emotions. In this narrative, the heath serves as more than just a backdrop; it 
actively affects Belinda’s mental state and her perceptions of those around her. 

This scene aligns with the research scope by demonstrating how natural environments 
can evoke and amplify emotional responses. Belinda’s intense emotions during her walk 
suggest that the solitude and openness of the heath bring her inner turmoil to the forefront, 
making her feelings towards her family members more pronounced. This interaction 
underscores the interconnectedness of human emotions and the natural world, illustrating how 
nature can both reflect and influence our internal states. 

Warner’s narrative uses Belinda’s walk to highlight the dual role of nature as both a 
mirror and a catalyst for human emotions. The natural environment of the heath, with its 
expansive and unconfined space, may allow Belinda the freedom to fully experience and 
express her emotions, away from the constraints of social settings. This moment emphasizes 
the complex ways in which nature interacts with human psychology, suggesting that our 
surroundings can significantly impact our emotional well-being and relationships. 
A nightjar? Are you sure it wasn’t a hawk? ’My dear child, I wasn’t to frantic about you 
that I didn’t know the difference between a hawk and a nightjar. 

In this dialogue, the conversation underscores the critical role of understanding and 
recognizing natural elements in navigating and surviving within the natural world. The 
exchange about distinguishing between a nightjar and a hawk highlights the necessity of being 
knowledgeable about nature. The assurance that one knows the difference between these birds, 
even in a moment of concern, reflects the importance of accurate knowledge in making 
informed decisions and maintaining safety in the wild. This knowledge can be vital in avoiding 
potential dangers and ensuring well-being during natural exploration. 
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Through an ecocritical lens, this passage can be interpreted as a representation of how 
ecological literacy is crucial for human survival and overcoming challenges in nature. Greg 
Garrard’s ecocritical theory suggests that literature can illuminate the practical and existential 
importance of understanding the natural world. The characters’ discussion reveals that such 
knowledge is not only about appreciating nature but also about recognizing and responding to 
its various elements for practical survival. 

This scene aligns with the research scope by illustrating the significance of ecological 
knowledge in human-nature interactions. The ability to correctly identify a nightjar versus a 
hawk can have practical implications, such as recognizing potential threats or understanding 
environmental cues. This moment underscores the broader theme that knowledge of nature is 
essential for navigating and thriving in natural environments. 

Warner’s narrative uses this dialogue to emphasize the value of being informed about 
the natural world. The character’s confidence in their knowledge of bird species demonstrates 
a level of ecological awareness that is crucial for safety and effective interaction with the 
environment. This confidence reflects an understanding that knowledge is power, especially 
when dealing with the unpredictable and often challenging aspects of nature. 
 
CONCLUSION 

This research enhances our understanding of the relationship between humans and 
nature in literary works and underscores the importance of environmental awareness. Through 
a detailed analysis of Sylvia Townsend Warner's "Heathy Landscape with Dormouse," the 
study reveals how literary elements are utilized to convey themes of environmental 
sustainability and the human-nature relationship, guided by Greg Garrard's theory of 
ecocriticism. Garrard's ecocritical theory emphasizes the significance of exploring literature's 
depiction of nature and human interactions with the environment. This approach highlights 
how literary works can reflect, critique, and influence perceptions of the natural world. In 
applying this theory, the research demonstrates that Warner's story uses various literary 
elements—such as character interactions, descriptive language, and symbolic motifs—to 
underscore the interconnectedness between humans and their natural surroundings. 

Warner's story vividly portrays nature and reflects crucial environmental values, 
emphasizing the importance of maintaining ecological balance. The detailed depiction of the 
natural beauty of the English village, Heathy Landscape, serves as a powerful influence on 
readers, encouraging them to respect nature and recognize the need for ecological stewardship. 
The findings demonstrate that Warner uses characters like Belinda, Mrs. Leslie, and Leo to 
highlight diverse aspects of the human-nature relationship. 

For instance, Belinda's journey through a familiar yet occasionally disorienting 
landscape illustrates how personal experiences and memories are intertwined with the natural 
world. Her interactions with elements like the dormouse, butterflies, and even the act of 
picnicking reveal a deep-seated connection to nature, emphasizing ecological values and 
sustainability. Mrs. Leslie's reflections on past experiences with nature underscore the 
importance of maintaining a respectful and harmonious relationship with the environment. 
Leo's character, with his initial detachment and subsequent realization of the need to understand 
nature better, exemplifies the transformative potential of ecological education. 

By applying Garrard's ecocritical approach, the study brings environmental issues to the 
forefront, creating new awareness about the vital importance of preserving the natural 
environment. The story's depiction of both harmonious and challenging interactions with 
nature invites readers to reflect on their own relationship with the environment and the 
significance of ecological balance. 

In conclusion, Warner's "Heathy Landscape with Dormouse" uses literary elements to 
effectively convey themes of environmental sustainability and the human-nature relationship, 
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in line with Greg Garrard's ecocritical theory. The narrative's rich descriptions, character 
dynamics, and symbolic references work together to promote a deeper understanding of the 
natural world and the importance of environmental stewardship. It is hoped that this research 
will inspire greater environmental awareness and appreciation of the intricate bond between 
humans and nature through literary works. 
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